
"Child Development" — A Concept Map From a Student's Perspective
Connects the teacher's practical view and the professor's theoretical view through what students experience
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Domains of growth
• Physical: body, motor skills, sleep
• Cognitive: thinking, memory, reasoning
• Language and literacy
• Social-emotional: identity, friendships

Theories (professor's focus)
• Piaget: stages of thinking
• Vygotsky: ZPD and scaffolding
• Erikson: psychosocial stages
• Bronfenbrenner: ecological systems

Classroom learning (teacher's focus)
• Readiness and instruction level
• Motivation and engagement
• Behavior and classroom climate
• Assessment and feedback

Influences (context)
• Family, culture and language at home
• Poverty, food and housing security
• Technology and social media
• Child abuse or trauma (safety)
• Peers and community

Student experience (missing piece)
• Feeling known and safe at school
• Stress, anxiety and mental health
• Study habits and self-regulation
• Student voice and choice
• Identity and belonging

Individual differences
• Disabilities and IEP/504 supports
• Gifted and talented learners
• Multilingual learners

Support systems
• Teachers, counselors, nurses
• Parents and caregivers
• Mentors and after-school programs

Outcomes
• Achievement and graduation
• Healthy relationships
• Confidence and lifelong learning

Original concept map by [Student Name], inspired by the teacher and professor maps in Seifert and Sutton (2009), Exhibit 9.6.1.




